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See inside - Lib Dems fight for local services

James Sandbach, Parliamentary Candidate

CLIMATE CARE
The climate crisis can only be dealt with globally. Only major powers
have the resources to save our planet. We must therefore remain
in Europe.

Y

oung or old, everyone is affected
by climate change. If we fail to act
now, millions of people – at home and
abroad – will suffer.

that every relevant decision taken by
national government, local councils,
businesses, investors, communities and
households makes progress towards
orking together, especially with the net zero objective. We would
our partners in the EU, we can establish a corporate duty of care for
make a better future in which people the environment.
breathe clean air, drink clean water
ut action at national level is not
and use clean energy, and where
enough. Government has flouted
communities and industries live in
EU limits on air pollution when we
harmony with nature.
need to strengthen them, and adopt
iberal Democrats are proposing a the European Climate Change
new legally binding target to reduce Programme. Liberal Democrats have
net greenhouse gas emissions to zero led the way on climate change policy,
by 2045, and a comprehensive climate for example the Green Investment
action plan, cutting emissions across all Bank (flogged off by the Tories after
2015). We would work with our EU
sectors. To tackle the climate
emergency effectively we must ensure partners to replicate the model and
achieve a low carbon green economy.
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BIN BREXIT
Use your vote
on December 12th
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Comment
On 12th December you will have a
clear choice: will you choose the
continued crisis of Brexit as it will
take many more years to settle our
future relationship with Europe, or
to accept the best possible deal
with the EU - the one we have now
as full members?
For over three years Liberal
Democrats have led the fight to
stop Brexit. We campaigned to
stay in the EU in 2016 and we
unequivocally believe that the
UK is stronger as part of the EU
The importance of the UK’s
membership of the EU has never
been clearer. Working together
through the EU, the countries of
peace and
Europe have achieved
klk
prosperity on a continent historically
wracked by war and division. That
is a great achievement; it should
not be taken for granted,
particularly as Europe faces new
dangers from an increasingly
aggressive Russia and as the US
turns away from its old alliances.
To date Brexit has cost £66bn to
the Exchequer; that’s before we
have finalised the divorce bill.
Worse still, this is only “stage one”;
if we leave either with a Johnson
deal, a Corbyn deal, or no deal,
British Ministers and diplomats will
be spending many more years on
working out future trading
arrangements with Europe. The
best deal is the one we have now.
On December 12th every Liberal
Democrat vote sends a message
to move on from Brexit.

Things are going to change
A Liberal Democrat MP who can deliver for Suffolk
For too many people, things aren’t working as they should be. The Conservatives and Labour are stuck in the past,
failing time and again to deliver a better future. Brexit chaos has distracted from the real issues facing our country.
While the Tories and Labour are squabbling over the latest Brexit deal, the country is in crisis.
The NHS can’t afford to help the huge numbers of people facing battles with their mental health. No one is taking the
action needed to tackle climate change. Schools are so chronically underfunded that some can only open 4 days a
week. It doesn’t have to be like this. On day one of a Liberal Democrat government we would Stop Brexit.
Then we can get back to what really makes a difference to people’s lives. We would use the £50 billion Remain
Bonus to invest in our public services and tackle inequality.
We’d take bold action on the climate emergency. By 2030, we'd
generate 80% of electricity from renewables and ensure all lowincome homes will be insulated by 2025.
Under Liberal Democrat proposals for government, every child
will get the best start in life. We’ll recruit 20,000 more teachers
as part of an extra £10 billion a year for schools. Free childcare
will be available from just 9 months. We would make sure that
government subsidies reflect the true cost of high-quality
childcare. Our changing job market shouldn’t leave anyone
behind. We’ll create £10,000 Skills Wallets for every adult to be able to train and gain news skills throughout their
life. A Liberal Democrat government will transform our mental health services by treating mental health with the
same urgency and care standards as physical health.
Here in Suffolk we would introduce a fairer funding formula for rural areas, and our Manifesto pledges a £2 billion
Rural Services Fund to enable co-location of services in local hubs around existing infrastructure, plus investment in
better broadband (not as a state monopoly!). Only the Liberal Democrats will build a brighter future for Britain.

Lib Dems campaign for cross county buses
The County Council’s decision to cut The impact of these cuts is
£340,000 from the subsidised
buses budget has seen many
I’m a public transport user, lack
routes either discontinued or
of east-west connections across
hanging by a thread with
the County is disgraceful and
reduced service.
contributes to rural isolation
Lib Dem County Councillor
James Sandbach
Caroline Page has collected
over 2000 signatures for her
immense. Timetable and route
petition for the 800 and 64 services,
changes mean that workers are
and has met with the Transport
finding if difficult travelling to work.
Directors at the Council and First
Disabled and elderly people, and
buses.

SAFER SUFFOLK
Cuts to �oca� po�icing have �eft many communities in Suffo�k with
no �oca� po�ice station or PCSO cover. We want to bui�d a po�ice
service fit for the 21st century, in which po�ice officers fee� va�ued
and ab�e to focus on cutting crime, with investment in community
po�icing and a pub�ic hea�th approach to serious vio�ence. �nstead
of wasting money �ocking peop�e up on short sentences that don’t
work, we wi�� spend it on things that rea��y do prevent crime,
inc�uding a more visib�e po�ice presence in the community.
Former Assistant Chief
Constab�e Gary Kitching
said “�’m backing James
as he gets that po�icing
isn’t just about
responding to crime we have to work with
each community to pick
up ear�y warning signa�s
and tack�e the causes of
crime and disorder”
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young parents with buggies can’t get
around and it is no longer possible
for non-drivers to visit patients in
Ipswich hospital in the evening.

We have to look after everybody
James Sandbach says let’s get beyond the politics of division and demand better for Suffolk

Liberal Democrats believe
in people, and reject the
politics of class conflict,
young versus old, or
business versus workers.
Each person is unique and
has a contribution to make.
The same is true of all our
communities, whether rural
or urban.
Every individual and
community may at some
point need extra support.
Whether it’s life-long
learning or retraining,
information or advice, rehousing following a family
breakdown, a plan for
retirement or social care, or
just being able to see the

right health professional.
These services are harder
to access in rural
communities. Even with the
benefit of online services,
poor broadband and digital
failures can leave people
out in the cold.
Support should be
available throughout life
from early years (Lib Dems
have pledged 35 hours of
free childcare) to declining
years when we have
greater healthcare needs.
But voters need to know
how we would pay for
better services. Our plan
includes a 1% income tax
increase for the NHS, 20%

corporation tax, ending
capital gains allowances
and tackling tax evasion. It
also includes green levies
to tax pollution, replacing
unfair business rates to
help local high streets and
business, and a regional
focused £50bn Capital
Fund programme for longer
term investment in public
infrastructure and services.
Liberal Democrats will
always prioritise public
spending on the things that
matter most to people’s
well-being like community
services that tackle
loneliness and prevent
isolation.

James Sandbach for Suffolk
What’s most urgent on your agenda?
Tackling the issues of climate change, rural
poverty, and some of the wider challenges in the
rural economy. If we’re serious about leaving a
cleaner planet for our children, let’s start making
our Towns in Suffolk more sustainable and
attractive to young people, reduce transport need
How do you like to spend your free time?
I enjoy the Suffolk countryside, coast and heritage; and offer more opportunities in green business.
We should aim to make them “Green Towns”; that
there is a great local arts scene in Suffolk and six
years on I am still finding churches and villages off means tackling planning reform to ensure that
development is appropriate, and encouraging the
the beaten track that tell East Anglia’s story.
renewables sector to invest here.
What matters to you most, and what upsets
Tell us about your aspiration to be an MP
you most?
Injustice - there is just so much injustice in society, here?
If I win I will focus on being a really good
and a ‘blame game’ when things go wrong for
individuals, families and communities. I’ve always constituency MP holding surgeries in every single
been motivated by tackling injustice. Take housing community. I’m aware from my work that there’s a
massive shortage of advice and legal aid services
for example - it’s a scandal that young people or
in Suffolk (not helped by the Tories on the County
families on low incomes can end up homeless,
Council trying to withdraw all of their funding from
when decent housing is a human right. And why
are women who have worked all their lives ending our local Citizens Advice). MPs can help through
their casework taking up constituents’ problems
up with lower pensions?
with public bodies or companies behaving badly. I
would also work across party lines, and talk to all
I recognise that I’ve been lucky and I think its
local stakeholders - there’s often common ground
beholden to give something back - all of the
between parties, and where we disagree we
community and campaigning work I’ve done in
should do so civily. The abuse that goes on in
Suffolk has been voluntary.
What brought you to Suffolk?
I bought a house here when my wife was offered a
GP partnership in the County. Living here enables
us to feel closer to nature and engage in the local
community.

About James
James comes
from a farming
family and
understands the
countryside.
He moved to
Suffolk in 2012,
and as a Town
Councillor has
engaged with many local
concerns, including as a trustee of
the local Citizens Advice service.
He is passionate about promoting
local decision-making.

politics today is totally unacceptable; I’d like to be
a model of how an MP can work collaboratively to
achieve things.
What is your view on the proposed northern
Ipswich bypass?
I’m against it (as are our County Councillors), but
we do need a solution to the overcrowded roads
coming into Ipswich. Much of the pressure comes
from freight, so I think we should look again at the
case for a second Orwell river crossing alongside
acceptable solutions to traffic management issues
around Ipswich, such as improving the junctions
and roundabouts, and introducing Park and Ride
facilities. But we don’t need a huge dual carriage
bypass ripping up the countryside and extending
the northern boundary of Ipswich. In the longer
term we need to be getting people out of their
cars, onto public transport and encouraging
cycling for shorter distances. I would like, for
example, to see a direct train link between the
Eastern Main Line and the East Suffolk line.
Who is your political hero?
Paddy Ashdown; he was incredibly brave and
persistent, got outside the Westminster bubble
and articulated what a decent society looks like.

Our next MP

Quintin Hogg Scholarship), and
two additional masters degrees.
Professionally James has a strong
record as a policy advocate and
manager in the charities sector,
having worked for Mind, Citizens
Advice, the Legal Action Group
and LawWorks. He has run
successful campaigns on disability
issues, consumer rights and
access to justice, leading to
changes in the law, and has run
cross-party parliamentary groups.

”James is a doughty fighter for what he
believes in; he would make a great
MP” Lord Don Foster
“I’ve known James
for many years - he
tells the truth to
people in power,
and regularly
lobbies Peers about
the problems of vulnerable people”
Baroness Ros Scott of Needham Market

In launching his campaign
Having taken his first in degree in message to be our next MP
theology at the University of St
James will
Andrews with an eye to the
● Prioritise climate issues
priesthood, he retrained in London
● Invest in young people
as a lawyer and gained a
doctorate in conflict resolution with ● Secure fairer funding
a focus on Bosnia (supported by
the University of Westminster’s

“James has a
really thorough grasp of all the issues in this
Constituency from farming to local high
streets, road management, rural isolation
and services. I know James will be a hard
working full time and accessible MP”
Tim Glenton, Eye Resident

James Sandbach working hard for you
Liberal Democrats work all year round for local people. Can we help you? If so you can contact us in the following ways.
Suffolk Liberal Democrats
Harvest Barn, Church Farm, Clay Hills,
Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9JJ

Tel: 01728 605764

https://eastsuffolk-libdems.org.uk

james4suffolk@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/james4suffolk

@james4suffolk

Liberal Democrats NOW

Use your vote
on December 12th
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The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a fair, free and open society, in which we seek
to balance the fundamental values of liberty, equality and community, and in which no one shall
be enslaved by poverty, ignorance or conformity.
(Our Constitution)

L

iberal Democrats have
always stood for the values
of decency, integrity in public
life and strong, cohesive
communities in which not only
do we support each other, but
we can all rely on good quality
public services which help
everyone to fulfil their potential
and get on in life.

W

e believe in the rule of
law, equality before the
law, civil society (charities etc),
and the importance of strong

democratic institutions (local,
national, international) which
can hold the power of both
Government and private
corporations in check, and
protect individuals’ rights. We
promote free trade and
movement of people. Wealth
and power should be
dispersed in communities, not
held in the hands of a small
elite.

every generation we have to
fight for the fundamentals of a
free society or risk sliding into
dictatorship. Today giant tech
companies, nationalist, far
right or left and ‘identity’
politics, remote government
bureaucracy, and attacks on
international law threaten our
hard won freedoms.

L

first.

iberal values are too often
taken for granted, but in

O

ur job in this election is to
fight back and put people

OUR PLAN FOR
SUFFOLK’S
Stop Brexit
Stop Brexit and invest the £50 billion Remain Bonus in
public services and tackling inequality.

Tackle the climate emergency
Tackle the climate emergency by generating 80% of
our electricity from renewables by 2030 and insulating
all low-income homes by 2025.

Engaging with every community in CS&NI

Give every child the best start in life

Disenchantment with politicians is now rife. To
reconnect politics with peoples lives we must
engage communities, re-invigorate local
government and get out to talk to voters at
community meetings and hubs.

Give every child the best start in life by recruiting
20,000 more teachers as part of an extra £10 billion a
year for schools.

Build a fairer economy
James has been campaigning in each community
and has further “pop up” events coming up in
including Kesgrave, Framlingham, and Eye.

“Community politics and local
decision making matter to me”

On Saturday Dec 7th we will be campaigning right
around the whole Constituency. Look out for us or
text 07508327606 to find out where we are, or
check our website.

Build a fairer economy by providing free childcare from
9 months and giving every adult £10,000 to spend on
skills & training throughout their lives.

Transform our mental health services
Transform our mental health services by treating
mental health with the same urgency as physical

In Central Suffolk it’s a straight fight between the
Lib Dems and the leave parties

A

t the last European
Elections in June Liberal
Democrats stormed ahead
of both Labour and the
Tories in this constituency.
e of course want you
to vote Lib Dem on
the merits of our policies.
However we appreciate that
many people will look at
voting tactically in this
election.

W

E

very Lib Dem vote in
this constituency is a
challenge to the leave
parties, and the lazy
assumption that only Tories
win here. In 2010 we
gained 25% of the vote,
coming a strong second.
We can now build on and
exceed that. Labour can’t
win here, offer unreal
solutions, and dither over
Brexit when voters want

clarity.
ccording to the
BestforBritain tactical
voting site
if just 30% of remainers
vote tactically we can close
the gap. If all remainers
vote tactically then a
modest swing will get us to
the line. This is is based on
of
polling data and recent
election results.
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Stop Brexit, Demand Better
Find out more at www.libdems.org.uk and https://eastsuffolk-libdems.org.uk
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