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News and information from your  Liberal Democrat team for Eastern Felixstowe.

Election Special

Vote Liberal Democrat on Thursday May 2nd

•Scrutinise & challenge the draft
Local Plan: yes, some new
housing is needed but the
proposed ‘Garden
Neighbourhood’ is too big and will
devastate the local environment.
We’ll seek to use more ‘brownfield’
sites and ensure more social
housing, affordable to younger
people in particular. New housing
should serve proven local needs.
 •Fight air pollution. We are
against the proposed
development of a lorry  park at
Innocence farm in Kirton. Port
development should not spread
into the countryside.

RECOMMENDED
CANDIDATE

What will we do for you?

•Safeguard our Minor Injuries Unit:
Felixstowe councillors should speak up
more for our community health facilities.
•Work to restore our Blue Flag beach!
We will fight for a thriving tourism sector
and town centre, which support each
other and reduce reliance on port jobs.
•Seek to ensure green policies in all as-
pects of council activity: removing plas-
tics and returning free brown bins to all
households who want them.
•Listen to you! We will be open and
accessible councillors. We’ll hold regular
surgeries, and use our Focus leaflets and
social media to keep you well informed.
How often have you heard from your local
councillor since the last election?



STOP OVER DEVELOPMENT OF OUR TOWN

With average priced houses in Felixstowe reportedly going for
£260,000, local people are asking “Where are the affordable
homes?”
Seamus Bennett said “I want the new East Suffolk District Council to
do much more to get new homes built at prices local people can afford.”
Jan Candy went further by suggesting  “Felixstowe has an ageing
population which relies on care staff who are often poorly paid. Just
where are these essential workers going to live without proper
affordable housing?”
Studies by the Felixstowe Lib Dems suggest that the Conservative-run
Suffolk Coastal District Council has pursued a policy that housing
developments should include one third “affordable” housing, yet on
many occasions developers have persuaded the council to remove or
reduce this requirement,
“We believe that our council has often given in far too easily to
developers’ wishes, at the expense of local people in need of housing,”
said Seamus and Jan was concerned that “Simply providing houses for
sale will not solve housing problems for the young and low paid: we
need houses at a  truly affordable rent.” So what can be done? There
is a brief window of opportunity to rectify the situation: the Waveney
area still has several thousand council houses. We therefore call upon
the new East Suffolk council to extend social housing provision into the
Suffolk Coastal area, including Felixstowe, and if elected, this will be
one of our key priorities, as we challenge and scrutinise the proposed
Local Plan.

This could soon turn into this



Felixstowe has great beaches and some
excellent seaside amenities. Our water
quality is consistently excellent and is
MCS ‘recommended’. Felixstowe North
beach is listed in the Top Ten Suffolk
beaches by thebeachguide.co.uk.

But did you know that of the 30
prestigious Blue Flag and Seaside awards
gained by beaches in the East of England
in 2018, NONE were within the seaboard
managed by Suffolk

Bring Back our Blue Flag!

Campaigning for a fairer Felixstowe

Coastal District Council, despite
Felixstowe holding its own Blue Flag until
2008? This is because our council is in a
tiny minority of authorities who have
CHOSEN to drop out of the Blue Flag
award, citing ‘bureaucracy’ and cost –
although the application procedure for a
Blue Flag costs only £650.

We believe now is the time to revisit this
vital issue for our seaside town. This is
because Waveney district council HAS
continued to apply for these awards and
DOES hold both a Blue Flag and two
Seaside awards. We believe the new East
Suffolk council must again include
Felixstowe’s beaches in its applications
for these awards. If elected, we will fight
to ensure our beaches are maintained to
the highest standard and get the
recognition they deserve, benefitting
residents and visitors alike and making
the most of our amazing location!

FOOD INSECURITY ON OUR DOORSTEP

In the 1990’s Jan Candy was UK president of a human rights organisation (FIAN) fighting global
food insecurity. She never thought that she would now be campaigning for the same basic
human right, here in Felixstowe!

The UK’s largest foodbank provider, the Trussell Trust, has seen a thirty-fold increase in the
number of food parcels it distributes, from 41,000 in 2010, to 1.2million in 2017. Here in
Felixstowe we now have at least two foodbanks, including BASIC charity’s weekly Pop Ups
where those in need pay £1 to fill a carrier bag with donated food.

It’s no coincidence that food banks have become a necessity for many more people since
Universal Credit began here last year. It’s shameful that the needy are waiting weeks for money
to buy essentials, pushing them over the edge, left to rely on charity to get by. The new East
Suffolk council can play its part in reducing this growing need for food banks by providing
houses with genuinely affordable rents.

The district council elections in May are an opportunity for you, the voter, to signal a change.
As your councillors, we will speak up to ensure the council works for everyone in our community.
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Seamus Bennett
I was born in Felixstowe in 1964 and
attended Deben High school. After a
career in teaching and management
abroad, I returned 11 years ago to give
my two children the kind of happy,
healthy upbringing that I enjoyed. And
I’m lucky enough to coach swimming
for a living! If elected (3rd time lucky!)
I’ll promote rational, sustainable
planning policies, sensitive to our
unique natural and cultural heritage.
I’ll keep in touch with you, my
constituents and work transparently
and cooperatively to get things done
for our common good. I support the
efforts of KATCAG in challenging the
proposed Local Plan and if elected,
will keep you, my constituents,
informed of key local developments.

Jan Candy
If given the honour to serve this beautiful
part of our county I will look seriously at
the issue of all these crazy planning
approvals for thousands of new houses
and little supporting infrastructure. It’s a
strange world when we can agree that
we need more homes yet disagree on
where to put them. Most folk don’t want
thousands of new homes in their area but
are perfectly OK with small developments
more in-keeping with local needs and
supported with the correct infrastructure
such as schools and roads. Also, how
many people disagree with the need for
more social housing to help our young
people live and work in Suffolk? Not
many, yet we are currently building no
social housing at all. All this needs a really
good shake-up so we can deliver what
we need on a local level, whilst really
listening to residents’ needs and
concerns.

YOUR FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL CANDIDATES
Seamus Bennett, Jan Candy, Michael Ninnmey and

Bernard Price

(Pictured above)
We are disappointed that the Conservatives, who currently
control both District and Town councils, have pushed through
the Local Plan, which if accepted by the Planning Inspector, will
change the nature of our town forever, with an increase in
housing of around a third in the northern part of Felixstowe. We
believe in a more ‘organic’ approach to housing development,
in-filling brownfield sites, increasing residential use in the town
centre and a fairer mix of social housing for rent. This approach
will be easier on our infrastructure, more in-keeping with the
character of the town and, crucially, will allow young people to
stay in the area and older residents to downsize more easily,
freeing up larger homes.
Local Tories claim credit for supporting local charities and
groups while their Tory colleagues on the County Council have
slashed funding to the Citizens Advice Bureau in Suffolk by half
this year and plan to end their funding entirely next year.

Bernard Price
Bernard Price is well known to many as the
former pharmacist at Boots. He has lived in
Felixstowe since 1970 and is a former
councillor. He believes that his long experience
of Felixstowe means he can make a positive
contribution as a Town councillor.

Michael Ninnmey
Michael Ninnmey is an experienced former
District and Town Councillor and has a
special interest in community health issues.
He is involved in local radio and with a deep
interest in our local history was co-founder
of the Heritage Weekends with Phil Hadwen.
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