
From the bush telegraph … What’s occurring?
The Harbour
If the Joint Committee listens to those of us who live
and work down the harbour, we can resolve this
thorny issue. In the consultation, we gained promises
that they will not sell off our lands, that profits will be
re-invested, that accounts will be done properly and
that committees will be open and transparent. The last
ever Waveney Council meeting on Wednesday voted
unanimously for my motion calling for them to keep
talking to create a new, independent management
committee, running the harbour on an agreed budget.

Buses
The connection to Halesworth train station will only
be every two hours now. I am exploring the
possibility of setting up a Community Interest
Company to run minibuses to provide hourly
connections which run into the evening. Every village
has a minibus, let’s create a network to link our rural
communities, run  by professionals to a proper
timetable, including evenings.

School
Suffolk County Council has cut free school transport
to Sir John Leman for new pupils. Our children will
go to Pakefield School from September, which had a
bad Ofsted last spring.    I have been to see the head,
who reassures me that they are improving. He and his
deputy would be happy to show prospective parents
around on Friday afternoons.

Housing
Duncan’s Yard is, at last (hopefully!), full of locals
and Green Lane comes on Homechoice any day now.
We can now build affordable homes on the fire
station after our pressure on the County to drop their
price. We need to help young families who have to
spend most of their income on private rent  and can
be on the street with two months notice.

Health
We are keeping a close eye on the local Client
Commissioning Group after the drastic reduction in
blood tests over Christmas. We are concerned that the
Health Centre should be used to its full potential and
patients treated as close to home as possible.

Planning
 We are crowd funding for a judicial review of  the

disgraceful St Felix playing fields decision.  

I am up for re-election on May 2nd
Its between me and the Conservatives, who would dearly love to
get rid of me.  Got a question for me? Can you put up a poster,
distribute a few leaflets, help on polling day?
Call me on 01502 724904 or email davidbeavan@live.comWARNING
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FOCUS

Just as we are trying to stem the tide of second homes and build
affordable housing for permanent residents … You couldn’t make it up!!
  The previous tenants left after they could not afford the house under right to buy because of the high
prices in Southwold. The council told me they could not re-let it because there was a new extension and
the bath had been replaced with a wet room and shower. The previous tenant was a builder. The council
claim that nobody would want to rent this house, but I know a family under a notice to quit their private
rented accommodation in May who are desperate for this house. If it is good enough for a holiday let, it
is good enough for a permanent resident. They are planning to set up a Local Authority Trading
Company to compete with local lettings agencies - I can’t see that ending well financially either.  Our
ward has the highest proportion of second homes in the country and the highest average age of
population. We can save our community by supplying houses that local young families can afford, but
Waveney, soon to be East Suffolk, Council are doing the opposite. There are more empty council houses
in St Edmund’s Road, round the corner.

From David Beavan, your Lib Dem District Councillor

Your strong voice on the Council

The Council’s latest bright idea..

..use Council houses as holiday lets!
54 North Road, Southwold is an ideal three bed council property for just the sort of family we want to come to
the town but it has been empty for over a year - since February 1st 2018. Now they want to make it a holiday let.


